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Legislative Assembly Education and Health Standing Committee 
 
 
Inquiry into the response of Western Australian schools 
to climate change 
 
Submission – Waste Authority of Western Australia 
 
 
a. The co-benefits of climate action in schools  
 
Waste can have an impact on the environment and public health through greenhouse 
gas emissions, pollution, biodiversity loss and resource depletion.  The Waste 
Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 (Waste Strategy) provides a long-
term strategy for waste management in Western Australia. The Waste Strategy 
includes targets for waste avoidance, resource recovery and environmental protection, 
including the diversion of waste disposed to landfill. 
 
The State Government’s WasteSorted Schools program (formerly Waste Wise 
Schools) is administered by the Waste Authority.  The program’s value in the context 
of climate action is immediate, helping schools send less organic waste to landfill and 
derive greater benefit from their organic waste, and also long term, engendering 
behaviour change in students, families and the community. 
 
The program offers resources and support for schools to implement projects such as 
recycling, composting, waste free lunches and worm farming.  Many schools find these 
activities provide meaningful, hands-on learning experiences that are linked to the 
Western Australian Curriculum.  Co-benefits of the WasteSorted Schools program 
include: 

 the promotion of student wellbeing and hands-on learning; 
 generally healthier lunches as waste-free lunches avoid highly processed, 

packaged foods; 
 the development of active citizenship and self-efficacy when students take part 

in waste reduction activities.  For example, students are involved in waste 
collections for fundraising, and litter clean ups.  Participating students are likely 
to feel empowered to take action to reduce their carbon footprint; 

 engagement of the community in collecting waste items such as batteries, 
bread tags, coffee pods, bottle lids, and mobile phones.  Some of these 
collections raise funds for charity or for the school (e.g., mobile phones); 

 financial savings by schools on their waste services by recycling or recovering 
waste such as paper, cardboard, recyclables, and organic waste.  For example: 

- Hillcrest Primary School funds a part-time Sustainability Coordinator 
using funds saved from its waste management and recycling projects. 

- Manea College reported saving over $2000 per annum by streamlining 
its waste services 

- South Bunbury Primary School reduced its general waste bin collections 
from 32 bins per week to 14 by implementing food organics and garden 
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organics (FOGO) and recycling bins.  It also reported saving money on 
waste service collections; and   

 students taking positive waste management behaviours home.  For example, 
students have set up compost, worm farms and gardens at home when they 
are learning about these activities at school. 

 
WasteSorted Schools recognises schools through an accreditation process.  In 2020-
21, 281 schools in Western Australia were accredited.  The Waste Authority publishes 
resources and case studies to promote the benefits of participating in the program and 
encourages schools to monitor their progress and promote their achievements, 
acknowledging their students and staff efforts.  Schools can apply for WasteSorted 
Schools grants to implement waste projects, which are promoted through media 
releases.  
 
The program is an outstanding example of climate action that could be promoted, for 
example, diverting organic waste from landfill reduces the production of methane gas.  
Reusing and recycling resources reduces the need for raw materials.  
 
WasteSorted Schools provided data and information to support the development of 
the Department of Education’s sustainability framework.  Greater change may occur 
across the education sector if co-benefits were promoted at a higher level. 
 
The Keep Australia Beautiful Council (KABC) provides leadership in the field of litter 
prevention and reduction in Western Australia. Through community awareness and 
engagement, education, legislation and enforcement strategies, the Council works to 
change the attitudes and behaviours of the community and strives for a litter-free 
State. By offering a range of innovative programs and initiatives for individuals and 
community groups as well as schools, business, community groups and local 
government authorities, KABC hopes to inspire community action and positive 
environmental outcomes. 
 
The KABC’s Litter Prevention Strategy for Western Australia 2020-25 aligns with the 
Waste Strategy.  The Waste Authority provides annual funding to KABC for the 
implementation of significant aspects of the litter prevention strategy such as litter 
education and community behaviour change programs.  One such program is the 
Clean School’s program. 
 
The Council’s Clean Schools program aims at changing the littering behaviour of 
students through a whole school approach to litter prevention and a range of resources 
to help.  Through the program, students learn about the impacts of litter on the 
environment and how their behaviour can contribute.  Like the WasteSorted Schools 
program, Clean Schools benefits the community through the knowledge and 
understanding students take home. 
 
b. Climate change mitigation and adaptation actions currently being undertaken 
in schools, and the benefits they are achieving  
 
Under the WasteSorted Schools program, the following five steps were developed to 
help schools set up a whole-of-school approach to waste avoidance and recovery and 
encourage project longevity: 
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1. School staff attend professional development workshops, or participate in an 
online learning module, to learn how to set up a WasteSorted program at 
school.  Teacher relief payments are provided to schools to ensure staff can be 
released from their classroom duties.   

2. Schools set up a waste wise committee.  This ensures responsibilities are 
shared and encourages ownership of projects.  It also allows projects to 
continue if staff leave.    

3. Schools develop a WasteSorted policy and have it signed by the school 
Principal.  This develops a whole school commitment to waste reduction.  

4. Schools run a waste audit.  This identifies the waste streams at school, estimate 
volumes and engages students and staff.  WasteSorted Schools staff are 
available to run these for schools in the metropolitan area and some regional 
areas.  A toolkit is provided to all other schools.  

5. Schools write a WasteSorted plan for the year, to break the project down into 
small achievable steps. 

 
Ongoing support is provided to schools through webinars, newsletters, website, skills 
workshops, partnerships in the regions, grants and the curriculum resources.  

 
Many actions can be taken for no or low cost in schools to avoid and reduce, reuse or 
recycle waste materials: 

 worm farming, composting and waste wise gardening  
 waste free lunch challenges 
 collection and reuse of waste materials, e.g., collecting waste items for 

classroom activities 
 recycling collections for 

o batteries  
o mobile phones 
o coffee pods 
o toothbrushes  
o Container Deposit Scheme 
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d. What more can be done to support schools to respond to climate change  
 
Schools would have greater capacity to prepare for and respond to climate change if 
sustainability and climate action was priority by policy for every school so that 
principals and administration would endorse and support teachers in implementing 
change.   A sustainability framework with well supported resources, curriculum priority 
and integration would assist schools in making well informed decisions about 
undertaking climate action.  This would require resource materials to guide teaching 
and implementation of sustainable practices and trained (and funded) staff to deliver 
this content.   
 
In terms of schools outside Western Australia, ResourceSmart Schools stands out as 
effective program.  This is a free program offered by Sustainability Victoria that 
supports Victorian schools to embed sustainability across the school facilities, 
community and curriculum, while saving resources and money for the school. 

Schools join the program, then have access to an online portal (ResourceSmart 
Schools online), where they learn and practice ways to integrate sustainability. 
 
 




